
  

 

 

Rayne in Focus 

S e p te m b e r  2 0 2 5  
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Friday 15 August was the 80th anniversary of VJ Day and the Rayne    

Commemoration Group erected a display of soldier silhouettes represent-

ing those members of the Allied Forces who died during this the 

‘Forgotten Campaign’ of the Second World War. Although VE day on 

May 8 is often felt to be the end of WW2 it actually ended on the capitu-

lation of Japan some 3 months  later.   

Edward Law Staines, from Rayne, died in this campaign 1 March 1945 in 

Burma.  
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The Three Churches: Black Notley, Great Notley 

and Rayne Services for July 2025 

All Saints, Rayne: 

Sunday 7th September 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

Sunday 14th September 9.30 a.m. All Age Service 

Sunday 21st September 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

Sunday 28th September 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer 

St Peter & St Paul, Black Notley 

Sunday 7th September 9.30 a.m. All Age Eucharist (New Term) 

Sunday 14th September 11.00 a.m. Eucharist 

Sunday 21st September 9.30 a.m. Eucharist 

Sunday 28th September 11.00 a.m. All Age Eucharist (Harvest) 

The Church in Great Notley 

Sunday 7th September 11.00 a.m. All Age Service (New Term) 

Sunday 14th September 11.00 a.m. URC 

Sunday 21st September 11.00 a.m. Anglican (Morning Praise) 

Sunday 28th September 9.30 a.m. 

11.00 a.m. 

Wiggle Church 

Methodist Service 
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A message from Rev Rachel. 

August 2025 

Dear Friends 

"Truly, we live with mysteries too marvellous to be understood…   Let me keep my dis-

tance, always, from those who think they have the answers.  Let me keep company 

always with those who say  "Look!" and laugh in astonishment, and bow their 

heads." (Mary Oliver, “Mysteries Yes) 

Sometimes people think that faith is about certainty, about having a very fixed view of 

the world and answers to all the big questions of life. In the Bible, the book of Job centres 

on the question, “why does God allow suffering?” In the book Job’s friends “comfort” 

him with their easy answers to his problems…but at the end, when the voice of God final-

ly speaks, God says that they have not spoken the truth. We must beware of easy an-

swers. The Bible contains many voices, and for those of us who are disciples of Jesus, we 

learn to read the Bible through “his lens”, interpreting Scripture through his life and love. 

Mary Oliver reminds us that there is so much of life that is mysterious. In Church, when 

we share Holy Communion – the meal of bread and wine Jesus gave us to remember him 

and in which he is present – we say “Great is the mystery of faith”; we share in the mys-

tery together. 

This September, we will run another Alpha Course. Alpha is a warm and welcoming space 

for anyone curious about the Christian faith. It’s not about preaching nor prescribing an-

swers, it’s about exploring together big questions such as “is there more to life than 

this?” and “who is Jesus?” 

Each session we watch a video, eat some delicious dessert and discuss our reflections. 

One of the most wonderful parts of an Alpha group are the friendships that are formed. 

People come to Alpha not because they have all the answers, but because they are curi-

ous, and as they keep company together over eight weeks, there are often lots of mo-

ments of laughter as well as quiet awe. 

Mary Oliver’s poem reminds us that the sacred is not always found in certainty, but in 

surprise—in the simple act of someone saying “Look!” and laughing in astonishment. 

Faith, too, often grows not with answers but with wonder.  

Alpha will run on Wednesday evenings starting from 17th September 7.45-9.15pm. For 
more information or to book your place please email me: revrachelprior@outlook.com 

With love 

Rachel 

mailto:revrachelprior@outlook.com
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For further details of the work of All Saints Rayne please contact Rev Rachel 
Prior or Rev’d Roman Kukiewicz or the Churchwardens. Or visit us 
on www.thethreechurches.co.uk  or www.facebook/AllSaintsRayne 

Baptisms Weddings and Funerals arranged through contacting:-   

Lisa at:- admin@thethreechurches.co.uk or phoning 01376 330988. 

Home Communion visits by arrangement with Colin Miles (Church warden) 
Contact details inside back cover. 

Your Street is in our prayers!! 

Rayne Church will be praying for the people and situations in our 
village, at our All Age Service. 

This month we will be praying for those people living in    Dun-

mow Road (From West Barns)      

If you live here and have something you would like us to pray 

for, however large or small, then please get in touch with us on :- 

rayneprayers@outlook.com or telephone either Reverend Roman or Reverend 

Rachel. (Their numbers are in the back of this magazine.) 

Your requests can, of course, be anonymous if you would like them to be. 

Your prayers can also be said in private if you would prefer.  

Best wishes and blessing to you. 

Book, jigsaw and bric-a-brac sale at All Saints 
Rayne Church  

Saturday 13 September from 1.00 to 16.00.  

Light refreshments available.  

Raising funds for provision of draught screen in the Church - keep 

heat in and cold out! 

Small items of bric-a-brac and unwanted gifts would be welcomed. 

For details contact Beryl Whiteside - berylmw@hotmail.co.uk 

http://www.thethreechurches.co.uk/
http://www.facebook/AllSaintsRayne
mailto:rayneprayers@outlook.com
mailto:berylmw@hotmail.co.uk
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Rayne Allotment & Garden Society 

All Change at the top! 

Ken Turner and Matt Hicks both decided earlier this year to step down from 

managing the allotments. Ken has been doing this role for an amazing 41 years 

with Matt joining him about 10 years ago.  Without Ken’s dedication and dili-

gence Rayne could so easily have lost the allotments a few years ago and this 

important amenity would have been developed. The allotments are an im-

portant part of many villagers’ lives providing a vibrant community, building 

health and wellbeing as well as growing fruits and vegetables. I know that for 

many it was a godsend during Covid. 

Our heartfelt thanks go to Ken and Matt as they take a back seat knowing that 

the allotments will continue under a new group of volunteers who are  deter-

mined to keep it going. 

 



7 

 

 

 FELSTED AID FOR DEPRIVED CHILDREN 

There is to be a further delivery to Ukraine in October of this year.  The follow-
ing items have been requested, the most urgent of which being the food items: 

·         Tinned fish 

·         Pasta 

·         Porridge oats 

·         Tinned fruit 

·         Lentils (NOT baked beans!) 

 Also,  
• Children’s clothes and shoes (not trainers) – new or 
nearly new 
• Disposable nappies 
• Toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, shower gel, toilet rolls 
• Washing powder 
• Female sanitary products 
• Stoma bags 
• Bedding (no blankets or duvets please) 
• Children’s toys & games 
• Wheelchairs and walking aids 
Medical items e.g. syringes and needles, bandages, cotton wool (no medica-
tions e.g. medicines, tablets etc) 
The collection point will be open until 14th September 2025 and is to be locat-
ed at 5 Brunwin Road, Rayne.  Please leave items beside the garage which is to 
the left of the property, and protected from the weather if at all possible! 

You might be interested to know that the couple who run the charity, which is 
called Felsted Aid for Deprived Children, have both been awarded an MBE for 
charity and humanitarian aid work in Ukraine. 

The charity would also be very grateful for contributions towards food as they 
are able to purchase a pallet of food for £450.  You could either leave a cheque 
payable to Felsted Aid for Deprived Children at 5 Brunwin Road, or alternative-
ly visit the website, https://www.uk-aid.org/how-you-can-help/#donation, to 
make a donation. 

Many thanks to you all for your kind generosity. 

https://www.uk-aid.org/how-you-can-help/#donation
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR – ANN HOOKS 
Hello to all.  I hope this report finds you well. 

Surprisingly, despite the two-month gap between editions of Rayne in 
Focus, there isn’t a huge amount to update residents on. This is partly 
due to my own family holiday, and partly because local government 
tends to quieten down over the summer months. 

That said, I do have an important update regarding the status of the Local Plan Review. 

Residents will recall that several parcels of land in Rayne were submitted through the Call for 
Sites exercise. Officers recommended two of these for inclusion. One of the proposed sites 
included land to the west of Rayne—specifically, land north of The Street and behind the 
school, along with two further parcels adjacent to the Flitch Way on the south side of The 
Street. I attended the meeting where the Rayne sites were discussed, to observe the debate. 
Rayne Parish Council, along with a heartfelt contribution from a resident, spoke against the 
West of Rayne proposal. 

The committee ultimately agreed that this proposed allocation was simply too large and that 
the Flitch Way should be protected. They acknowledged the significant time and investment 
previously made by Braintree District Council in defending this important linear country park 
between Braintree and Rayne. The committee felt that the rural setting beyond Rayne de-
served the same level of protection. 

Although the site was presented as a “landscape-led” development, the committee raised 
concerns that such policies may lack the strength and clarity needed to prevent long-term 
harm. Excluding this site was therefore seen as a way to offer greater resilience and protec-
tion for Rayne from inappropriate development. 

Meanwhile, the employment allocation at Tamdown Way was approved. However, this came 
with an informative requiring the protection of the hedgerow and assurance that develop-
ment would not negatively affect operations at the airfield. 

The meetings to discuss the smaller sites have now concluded. We now await the three ma-
jor meetings in September and October, which will address the strategic-scale sites. With 
8,000 homes still to be allocated, concerns remain about where these developments will 
go—particularly given that the Government has now confirmed it will not widen the A12. 

This raises renewed questions around the potential use of the West of Braintree land—
between Rayne, Blake End, and Saling—for large-scale development. We’ll have to wait until 
nearer the time to see what proposals are brought forward. However, it’s worth remember-
ing that this land was previously rejected by a Government Inspector during the last Local 
Plan submission. That may still count against its viability. 

More to follow as we learn more. 

As usual, if you do require my assistance or would like to reach out to me, my email address 
is cllr.ahooks@braintree.gov.uk This is my preferred method of contact. Although, in an 
emergency I can be contacted on my mobile, 07852 552247. I also have active social media 
pages, Facebook (Cllr Ann Hooks) and Instagram page (cllr_ann_hooks), where you can keep 
up to date with what I am up to! 

mailto:cllr.ahooks@braintree.gov.uk
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 Parish Council News – July & August 

At the meeting of the Full Council held on Tuesday 1st July , nine councillors were present 

and at the meeting on Monday 4th  August, nine councillors were also present 

District Councillor Ann Hooks was also in attendance at the meeting on 1st July. 

County Councillor Graham Butland was in attendance at the meeting on 4th August. 

The full minutes will be published on the Rayne PC website. 

PLANNING 

25/01333/TPO – 15 Warner Close, Rayne 

Notice of intent to carry out works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order TPO 

15/01: 

Field Maple T24 – Crown reduction.  Reduce to height 7 metres, width 5 metres 

Tree Warden comments: 

This tree is on the boundary of two gardens. It’s on the way to becoming fully grown and 

is now a very significant size. Species such as this are commonly used to plant in medium 

sized gardens as they are native and can be managed by cyclical pruning.  A crown reduc-

tion down to 7m height and 5m wide would be good management and ultimately pro-

long the lifespan of this tree. 

25/01382/TPO – Tudor Cottage, 2 Shalford Road, Rayne 

Notice of intent to carry out works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order TPO 

3/2023: 

T1 – 1No. Walnut tree – reduce seize up to 3 metres all around 

Tree Warden comments: 

Unfortunately, this tree was planted too close to the house when considering its ulti-

mate size at maturity. The result is the crown now engulfing the rear of the property. It 

would seem quite reasonable to want it reduced back significantly. However, walnuts do 

not like severe crown reduction and care will need to be exercised when achieving the 

desired effect. Furthermore, when cut at the wrong time of year they can suffer severe 

bleeding (sap) which will be detrimental. My opinion is that reductions should only occur 

in July/August/September.  

25/01606/FUL - Fentons Farm , Fentons Road, Rayne 

Conversion of barns into 1 No.dwellinghouse, with single-storey extension and single-

storey link extension. 

No planning objection to this application 

25/01493/FUL – Goulds Farm, Shalford Road, Rayne 

Construction of steel framed agricultural building to store machinery and grain. 

No comment was made Continued over page 
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PLANNING RESULTS 

25/01051/COUPA - Land Adjacent To Woodstock Dunmow Road Rayne Essex CM77 

6WF 

Prior approval for the change of use of agricultural building to a dwellinghouse (Class 

C3), and for associated operational development - Change of use to 1no. residential 

dwellings. 

Prior Approval Required and Given 

HEDGEHOG SOLAR FARM 

The public consultation on this is likely to start in September so look out for more details 

on the Parish Council website and social media page. 

WASTE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION DATES FOR SEPTEMBER 

A copy of the full calendar is included in the December 24 magazine but has also been 

posted on the Parish Council website and social media: 

Green bins (subscribers only), Clear sacks and food bin 

Tuesday 9th, 23rd September 

Grey bins and food bins 

Tuesday 2nd, 16th,30th September 

COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING 

Our next two Community Coffee mornings will be on Saturday 27th September 2025 from 

10 – 12 at The Old School Rooms, Shalford Road.  Do come along for a cuppa and a chat 

especially if you have any concerns regarding the village. 

If any local organisations would like to come along and set up an information stall in the 

future then please contact the clerk (rpc@rayne-essex.gov.uk) to arrange a booking.  

MOBILE LIBRARY 

The mobile library will be outside Rayne Primary School, Capel Road on Thursdays be-

tween 9:40 – 10:10.  The next date is 18th September 

COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

If anyone is interested is helping our community by getting involved, please email: 

community.speedwatch@essex-fire.gov.uk 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION POINT 

The office will continue to be open during Monday afternoons and Thursday mornings, so 

please keep an eye on social media for CIP opening hours during the month or call 01376 

552489 to check opening hours.   The Clerk is available to discuss any issues or provide 

guidance on the most appropriate authority that can assist, please call 01376 552489 or 

email rpc@rayne-essex.gov.uk.   

mailto:rpc@rayne-essex.gov.uk
mailto:community.speedwatch@essex-fire.gov.uk
mailto:rpc@rayne-essex.gov.uk
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1st Rayne Scout Group 

An evening of Fun, Games and Food, prior to the 

Group’s Annual General Meeting 

Friday 5th September at Rayne Scout Headquarters 

All Parents, and members, current and past, are invited. 

BBQ and games from 6-00pm.  

Annual meeting 7-15 pm. Finish 8-30pm at latest. 

Come and hear reports from leaders, and Trustees, including financial 

reports. Plus election of Trustees and committees for the coming year. 

Hope to see you all there. 

During the office opening times you can pick up your clear recycling sacks or collect 

from The Welsh Princess public house during their normal opening hours.  (Clear sacks 

must only be used for clean sorted materials for recycling, please do not use them for 

other purposes such as general refuse or garden waste.)  At the Parish Office there are 

also dog poo bags, supplied by the Dogs Trust, for just a small donation, plus we still 

have a small stock of energy efficient lightbulbs.   

Rayne village New Resident Welcome Packs are available if you have a new neighbour 

moving in.   

Outside of the office opening times emails and voicemails will be monitored.  

DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

The next Full Council Meeting will be held on Monday 1st September 2025 at the Old 

School Rooms, Shalford Road.  Please see agendas for meetings posted on the notice 

boards and on the website.  Members of the public are welcome to attend and speak at 

the public forum at the beginning of the meeting on subjects on the agenda.  Please do 

not attend if you have any symptoms associated with Covid or any other infectious dis-

ease.   

DUTY COUNCILLOR 

The Duty Councillor scheme continues to be available, if you need help you can speak to 

a councillor who will be able to organise assistance.  Please phone 01376 552489 and 

choose option 2 to speak to the Duty Councillor. Our Councillors volunteer for this role 

so if they are not able to answer your call immediately, please be patient.  If you need to 

speak to the Clerk, please choose option 1. 
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RAYNE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
Rayne Women’s Institute meets every first Tuesday of 
the month at 7.15 pm for a 7.30 pm start in Rayne Vil-
lage Hall. 
We have a very varied programme to look forward to. 
On 1st July, Veena Baxi is returning to our WI to talk about Indian Dancing. 
On 9th August, we have our yearly Challenge against Felsted WI. 
On 2nd September we are welcoming Joanne Larner who will tell us about 
The Art of Handwriting. 
On 7th October we are holding our Cookery Show and Andy Malcolm will talk 
to us about The History of Fish ‘n’ Chips. 
On 4th November we have Charles Garland giving a talk  ‘From Vicar’s Son to 
BBC Producer’. 
In December we have our Christmas Dinner which is open to members only. 

2026 
On 6th January Judy Monk (one of our members) will be speaking about the 
Nursing Association and a speaker from a Charity Organisation will be talk-
ing to us too. 
On 3rd February we have a talk on Colchester Zoo by Andy Moore. 
On 3rd March we have our Craft Show and Tabatha Mitchell-Simons will talk 
about ‘A Stitch in Time.’ 
On 7th April A member of staff from Perrywood Garden Centre is visiting us, 
but this has yet to be confirmed. 
Our Annual Meeting will be held on 6th May. 
Please come along and visit us and see what we get up to!   At the current 
time, we have over 60 members.  We do begin our meetings with Jerusalem 
and have many talented members who make crafts, knit, crochet and bake. 
In addition, we do many other activities, including outings, a walking group, 
a craft group and a book group. 
Visitors are always warmly welcome to join us for any of our regular meet-
ings.   The cost for visitors is £5.50, which includes refreshments, usually 
homemade cakes and biscuits.  After brief business matters, there is a 
speaker, then refreshments and social time when ladies can chat and min-
gle;  sometimes we enjoy a quiz or a game.  The evening finishes with a 
raffle. 
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Collector, collator and 

relator of life’s special 

events. 

Are you planning, or considering, a Memorial Service, Funeral,             

Renewal of Vows, Wedding or Naming Celebration? 

 A Celebrant led ceremony 

 will help you create special memories of the day. 

For more information please contact: 

janetterickwood_celebrant@btinternet.com 

www.janetterickwoodcelebrant.co.uk     07889 375200                     

Facebook @JRCelebrant 

http://www.janetterickwoodcelebrant.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON IN RAYNE  

REGULAR EVENTS AT RAYNE VILLAGE HALL 

MONDAY  14.00-16.00 Sequence dancing with Tom 01376 328033  

  16:45-19:30  YGD Karate Class  with Kate 07981 362039  

  19:45-20:45 Stretch Class with Carolyn  07789 811067  

TUESDAY  19:15-22:00  W.I. (1st Tues in month) OR  

  18:30-22.00 Line Dancing (All other Tues)  01376 528600  

  9:15 Zumba classes with Deanna  07984 638502 
     Or email dillonbailey0810@gmail.com    
  12.30-13.30 YGD class with Kate  

  16:00-21:30 Janet Foulsham Dance             07886 615874  

THURSDAY  18.30-19.30 Jazzercise Sculpt60 

  20.30-22.00 A&M Dancing 

FRIDAY  09:30-10:30 Jazzercise   

  10:45-11:30am Jazzercise LO Chair     

  17.00-18.45 YGD 

WEEKENDS   Junior football teams use the field www.rayneyouthfc.org  

  Cricket use the field from May - Sept www.raynecc.co.uk  

Table Tennis use a dedicated room www.tabletennis365.com/rayne  

Rainbows/Brownies/Guides : For details contact 01376 570464 or   
     office@girlguidingessexne.org.uk.  
 
REGULAR EVENTS IN THE OLD SCHOOLROOM 

Rayne Parish Council Community Coffee morning - last Saturday of the month 
unless otherwise advertised 

1st MONDAY of Month  19:30   Rayne Parish Council  meeting 
        see details in the Parish report 

1st Saturday of the month 08:30   Men’s Breakfast 

     Contact  Graham Brine (Churchwarden) 

Every WEDNESDAY in term time10.00—12.00 Rayne Bambinos  

Contact Face book (Playgroup Rayne Bambinos)  Or WhatsApp on  07702632021  

Bernie Morgan 07946 898577 Re Bell ringing  

mailto:dillonbailey0810@gmail.com
http://www.rayneyouthfc.org/
http://www.raynecc.co.uk/
http://www.tabletennis365.com/rayne
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Rector                             Rev’d Rachel Prior    01376 325277  
Associate Priest   Rev’d Roman Kukiewicz             01376 321479 
Assistant Curate   Rev'd Nikki Horsley    07810280002  
Administrator   Lisa Gregson    01376 330988  
Reader                             Mrs Chris Hutton                            01376 324630 
Treasurer                             Mrs Charlotte Brine   01376 324719 
Secretary                             Mrs Kate Kukiewicz                        01376 321479 
Sunday Fun Club                Mrs Michele Harris                         07515 799727 
Bell ringing   Bernie Morgan   07946 898577 
Old Schoolroom Bookings   
 and Warden  duties Mr G or Mrs C Brine  01376 324719 
     Or mobile No.  07793 553828  
Websites              www.thethreechurches.co.uk  
                                 www.rayne-heritage.ifo 
Facebook             www.facebook/AllSaintsRayne 
Instagram             allsaintschurch_rayne 

RAYNE PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk: Mrs Hazel Godfrey Email:rpc@rayne-essex.gov.uk   Correspondence address : 
Rayne Parish Council, Community Information Point, Gore Road, Rayne, 
Braintree,CM77 6TX 
Website: www.rayne-essex.gov.uk  Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/
rayneparishcouncil 
Duty Councillor :See Parish Report for details. Office open Mondays 12.30pm-3.00pm 
Thursdays 9.30pm-12 noon 

CONTACTING THE POLICE:    Non emergency number 101 

To find out what is happening in your neighbourhood and all about your local neigh-
bourhood policing team visit www.essex.police.uk/yourarea and enter your postcode 

RAYNE VILLAGE HALL INFORMATION 07847764753 OR raynevillagehall.org.uk 

RAYNE IN FOCUS 

 Magazine articles– Linda Taylor   01376 343474  
    raynefocus@gmail.com  
Advertisements— Peter  Kukiewicz  01376 321479 
   pckukiewicz@hotmail.co.uk  
Distribution - Cheryl Harris  07792 099 068 
   cladharris@gmail.com  
Magazine copy deadline 7th of the preceding month  
Advert deadline 1st of the preceding month including payments. 

http://www.thethreechurches.co.uk/
http://www.rayne-heritage.ifo/
http://www.facebook/AllSaintsRayne
http://www.essex.police.uk/yourarea
mailto:cladharris@gmail.com/07792099068
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